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THIS MONTH... 


A Fun and New 
Way to Learn 
Morse Code! 


by Mike Padron, N1CC, Jim Crites, W6JIM 
and Howard Pomerantz, WB2UZE 


For many, learning Morse Code (CW) is the biggest challenge of 
their Ham radio hobby. Dropped from licensing in 2007, CW is 
experiencing a resurgence since COVID-19 via POTA, SOTA, 
Field Day and contests. Sure, you would like to learn, but 
overcoming the fear of getting on the air can be very frustrating. 
Some people have tried other methods and quit before gaining 
enough proficiency to make a first contact. There is a proven way 
to gain support in your learning. Overcome the CW scotoma with 
a seasoned CW instructor from the Long Island CW Club and 
peers learning at your skill level. 


N1CC, W6JIM and WB2UZE are Long Island CW Club (LICW) 
instructors. They will show how you can have fun learning and 
using Morse Code. You too can take part in the resurgence of 
Morse Code. LICW has molded their curriculum from the best of 
the past 100 years of CW instruction history and their own 
experience for the benefit of their students. 


Our in-person meeting will also be held virtually, via the 
Zoom video system. The meeting access ID and password will 


be distributed via groups.io email announcement. channel. 


Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 info@mdarc.org 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
(MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material submitted by 
the membership provided such material is in good taste, relevant to amateur 
radio and of interest to MDARC members, and provided space is available. 


President - Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 

Vice President - Ed Morales, KJ6K YT 
Secretary — Brian Lotter, KM6NGS 

Treasurer - Barbara Whysong, KOWHY 
Emergency Coordinator - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Directors At Large 


Trevor Hall, WA6JAU Cal Vasquez, KOVT 
Mark Fehlig WA6NGC Mike Warren, WOMEW 


Membership Chair — Jan Kulisek, KM6NFC 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 

We have many accomplished and experienced pACIFICON 2024 

club members. After all, we are an ARRL Chair: Julie Mah, WJSMAH 

Special Service Club! The club is looking for Registration: Jim Marchetti, KD7G 
amateur radio or communications topics that | Treasurer: Barbara Whysong, KoWHY 
you or someone you know could present at a Secretary: Jeff Mah, N3MAH 


future club meeting. COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS 

. ; Annual Auction - vacant 
An alternative might be several short Communications Trailer - Mike Warren, WOMEW 
presentations on different topics made by Communications Van MDARC-1 - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
multiple persons. Digital Media - Grant Bowman, K6CBK 

Education & Training - vacant 

Please direct your suggestions to our Field Day - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Vice President Ed Morales, KJ6KYT at rood. és Welfare = Diaia Sale KAOlZ0 


Holiday Dinner - Misa Siemons, KJOBUE 
License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Outreach - Dick Wade, WM6G 


edmorales928 @ gmail.com . 


Your contribution is vital for the continued Programs - Ed Morales, KJ6KYT 
success of MDARC. We are eager to hear Public Service - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
from you! Radio Equipment Lending - Cal Vasquez, KoVT 


Refreshments - Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 
Scholarship - Janice Fujii, KG6VTD 
Technical Committee - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
Volunteer Classes - Dick Wade, WM6G 
W6CX Repeater Trustee - Jim Tittle, KOSOE 

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN W6LGW Callsign Trustee - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 


THE FREE CLUB E-MAIL GROUP AT: The Carrier Newsletter 


Editor - Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 

Proofreader - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Printing & Distribution - Jan Kulisek, KM6NFC 


Digital Amateur Television Help and Information: 
Fred Coe, WB6ASU__ wb6asu @icloud.com 


https://groups.io/g/MDARC 
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President’s 


Message .2# 


MDARC Family, 


The last two President’s Messages dealt with tips for installing a mobile VHF/UHF rig and the antenna. So, 
what’s next? The answer to that question depends largely on your participation interests in amateur radio. 
For many of us, me included, one of the motivations to even get my license was to be able to serve and to do 
so in the great outdoors. 


For me Public Service was a perfect segue from what I had been doing to support my wife’s participation as 
an ultramarathon trail runner. During those years I spent a lot of time volunteering at aid stations as either 
the AS Captain or other support volunteer. Because of my wife’s involvement with several trail running 
organizations, we spent lots of time in the Marin Headlands and on Mt. Diablo and I came to enjoy these 
areas. When my wife decided it was time to “hang up the running shoes,” I still wanted to be able to 
volunteer for these types of outdoor events. Although I cannot remember the exact year, perhaps 2013 or 
2014, I remember working as AS Captain near the end of Old Finley Road to support a 50k Diablo Trail 
Challenge running event which in those years was a point-to-point course starting at Round Valley Preserve 
off Marsh Creek Rd and finishing at Castle Rock Regional Recreation Area. I had recently got my GMRS 
license and was talking with the MDARC amateur radio operators assigned to this Old Finley Road aid 
station. Sorry I do not remember their names, but they told me about amateur radio and encouraged me to 
get a license. Another selling point was that the cost for a ham license was much less than for a GMRS 
license. It was that conversation that planted the idea to study and obtain my license which I did in 
December 2014. 


Since 2014, I’ve participated in many public service events in many locations throughout Contra Costa and 
Marin Counties and you might think with my mobile radio and HT that I would have all the radio equipment 
needed to participate in public service events. In many situations you would be correct, but many public 
service events prefer that operators do not stay in their car and encourage them to be “up and about”. Okay, 
there is always your HT when you are out of the vehicle, but guess what, your Sw HT may not be adequate 
for the job. This is the case for public service events in Marin County where the terrain can make HT-to- 
repeater communication difficult. In those cases, a radio with higher transmit power may be required. 


The alternative is a portable rig with more transmit power that is also easy to store, transport, and set up. 
Now most of these portable rigs are great in nice weather, but risk major damage in rainy and foggy 
weather. There is a Rest Stop often used to support biking events, that regardless of how nice the weather 
may be elsewhere, it is either foggy, rainy, or has water dripping from the trees. This is the BoFax Rest 
Stop, and is located at the remote intersection of Fairfax-Bolinas Road and W. Ridgecrest Blvd. It was from 
my wet experiences at this Rest Stop that got me thinking about a go-box. They say that “necessity is the 
mother of invention” and for me the “necessity” was to build a portable go-box to protect my radio gear 
from wet weather. 


(continued on following page) 
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Those that know me, know that I am not a master craftsman 
by any stretch of the imagination and certainly not a 
mechanical or electronics “guy.” Perhaps I fall into the 
“rough and ready” group of people who take an idea or a 
need and run with it. Sometimes the results work, 
sometimes don’t, but those that do are never “pretty.” 


For this go-box project I chose a metal ammunition box that 
with a 12”x7.5”x6” form factor. I felt this box would 
withstand most wet weather conditions and was small 
enough to be easily portable. Just grab the handle and go. 


The microphone easily stores inside the closed box. 
Even though the vent for the speaker audio is louvered 


down, it is probably the weakest part of the design to 
prevent water leakage. Something to remedy in the future. 


BELOW: The basic component layout inside 


QYT KT-7900D radio 


- 
a 
ao 


=z; = 


j} 12v Lithium lon Battery 


~~ 


(continued on following page) 
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The radio is a Chinese radio, QYT KT-7900 available on Amazon that is described as a “25W Mini Quad 
Band Base 136-174mhz (VHF), 220-270mhz (1.25M), 350-390 MHz (UHF), 400-480mhz (UHF) Quad 
Standby radio” and sells for under $90. RT Systems sells programming software for this radio. [ Yes, I 
know we do not have privileges on the 350-390Mhz frequencies]. 


The matching antenna for this radio can be found on Amazon: “Quad Band Mobile Radio Antenna 
10m/6m/2m/70cm 29MHZ/SOMHZ/144MHZ/430MHZ for YAESU FT-8900R TYT TH-9800 QYT KT- 
980 Plus KT-8900 KT-7900D” and sells for about $70. 


As you can tell in the picture, there is not a lot of room to place components. Quite frankly, this was one of 
the challenges I enjoyed tackling. Of course, getting the electrical connections to work is always a learning 
experience for me. Oh for YouTube.com and some easy-to-follow books. 


The small computer fan was added later when I discovered that the radio was affected by hot weather. To 
prevent the fan from being always On and therefore depleting the 12v battery, a switch was added so it 
could be turned on only when necessary. 


ABOVE: The Go-box powered up 


The USB connection allows for charging phones, USB-powered lights, and other small devices. 
Although I check the battery with a VOM before every public service event and charge it if necessary, 
having the voltage displayed during use is a nice feature for monitoring the voltage. 


I hope you found this article interesting, but more importantly, I hope it helped to motivate you to “go 
beyond yourself” and “make it happen.” 


73; 
Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 
President 
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PROPOSED CLUB BY-LAWS CHANGE 


At the June 3, 2024 Board of Directors meeting, the Board unanimously approved a Motion to 
change the MDARC Bylaws. The next step is to submit this proposed change to a vote by the 
General Membership. This vote will be taken at the August 16, 2024 General Membership 
Meeting To cast your vote, you must be present at this meeting, either in-person or on Zoom. 


A “Yea” (Yes) vote at the 08/16/204 General Membership Meeting means “I accept the 
proposed change to the MDARC Bylaws.” 

A “Nay” (No) vote at the 08/16/204 General Membership Meeting means “I do not accept the 
proposed change to the MDARC Bylaws.” 


The text in red is the proposed change to the MDARC Bylaws. 

Section 3. NOMINATIONS 

Any member in good standing with a United States Amateur Radio license may be proposed for 
nomination. Nominations may be made via email to a member of the Election Committee and from the 
floor at the September and October meetings. At both of these meetings, a member of the Election 
Committee will announce the current nominees. Nominations will be accepted up to and including 
October 31st and closed afterwards. Once nominations are closed, no other nominees will be 
added to the ballot and write-in votes will not be accepted. The names of those nominated prior to 
the October publication deadline shall be published in the October Club newsletter; those nominated 
up to and including October 31st will be published in the November club newsletter. 


Submitted by: 
MDARC Board of Directors 


Larry Bradley KK6QPE, 2024 MDARC President 


Timothy Broderick (license pending) 
Jonathan Guntert, KOGFEB 

Adam Krause, KN6RVH 

Peter Mitchell, KJGAPP 

Jeffrey Skerker, KM6LFY (rejoined) 


If you hear these new members on the air, please welcome them to our club. 


——— Jan Kulisek, KM6NFC, Membership Chair 
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PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS 


Marin Amateur Radio Society July 20 — MCBC Dirt Fondo 
Contact Larry Loomer laryloomer@yahoo.com for signup information 


Marin Amateur Radio Society July 27 — San Francisco Marathon 
Contact Larry Loomer laryloomer@yahoo.com for signup information 


Marin Amateur Radio Society August 3 — Marin Century 
Contact Larry Loomer laryloomer@yahoo.com for signup information 


Skyline 50k — Running Race in the Oakland Hills Sunday, August 4, 2024 
Race Coordinator: Larry Loomer, KIGLNB <laryloomer@yahoo.com> 


Scena Performance adam.ray@scenaperformance.com 


Marin Amateur Radio Society August 24 — Double Dipsea 
Contact Larry Loomer laryloomer@yahoo.com for signup information 


OUR NEXT PUBLIC SERVICE EVENT OF THE YEAR IS HERE!! 


The Skyline 50k running race in the Oakland Hills has been scheduled for August 4, 2024. For those of you who 
are new to the race, Skyline is one of the oldest continuously running 50k races in the United States. 


The course starts at the Lake Chabot Marina and travels a counter-clockwise loop through the East Bay Regional 
Parks to Skyline Gate and finishes back at the Lake Chabot Marina. Familiar aid stations being used this year are 
Marciel Gate, Bort Meadow, Big Bear, Skyline Gate and Clyde Woolridge Aid Stations. 


We are looking for experienced communicators and beginning hams who will be teamed up with an experienced 
ham at one of six check points along the running route. We will report on the bib numbers of the first three male 
runners and the first three female runners, as well as the bib numbers of the last five runners. We will also report 
to net control the bib numbers of any dropped out runners and report on the supply needs of the aid station to 
which we are assigned. 


Most assignment locations are drive-up locations. There are a couple of walk-in assignments available as well. 
Please indicate your preference if different from last year. 


We have been asked to provide communications for this event since cell phone coverage along the race route area 
is weak to non-existent. Reliable communication is a must for this type of activity in this remote area. 


Public service events are a good way for hams of all experience levels to Get-on-the-Air, to practice your commu- 
nication talents, to serve a worthwhile cause, and to learn and practice the protocols which exist for effective 
emergency communication. 

To be added to the ham radio roster, please contact Larry Loomer KI6LNB, at <laryloomer@ yahoo.com>. 


Thank you for considering joining us for this event. 


Larry Loomer, KI6LNB Page 7 


W6CX ARRL FIELD DAY STATION, OLYMPIC 
HIGH hated CONCORD JUNE 22, — 


Photo by Lowell E. Richards, KA6LER 


i tee TOP: Drone view of the W6CX operations. 

LEFT: How an incoming or outgoing radio wave 
sees the W6CX triband yagi 

BOTTOM: ARRL Field Day Rules require all 
equipment be located within a 1,000 foot circle. 
Charles Henry, KG6PHZ, MDARC’s photovoltaic 
prince, uses his radio-equipped electric EZGO cart to 
traverse the WeCx Site. -N ote the solar panel its roof. 


nS 
‘Photo by “ae 
Mark Gandrau, K6MRG 


Photo by Dave Billeci, WAGUHA 


(continued on following page) 


A All photos this page by 
>= _, Mark Gandrau, K6MRG 
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TOP: Mike Warren, WOMEW, confers with an elevated Trevor Raty, 
KG6MDW. LEFT: Lauren Styles, WA6CIE, holds the ladder while 
KG6MDW installs the antenna rotator. ABOVE: The AREDN MESH 
display with John Kearney, KM6ZJT, and Benjo Sevilla, KA6BJS. 
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(continued on following page) 


TOP: Mike Warren, WOMEW, operates FT8 on HF. BOTTOM: Vistors observe Roland Williams, AE6VL, and Jim 
Crites, W6JIM, operate HF from inside the MDARC trailer. (Photos by Mark Gandrau, K6MRG) 


piu > a : 
TOP: Jim Tittle, K6SOE,, inside the W6CX van MDARC-1, 
shown in left photo. 

ABOVE: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW, tunes around on HF. 
(Photos by Mark Gandrau, KLMRG) 


Photo by Tam Dang Page 11 (continued on following page) 


Photo by Mark Gandrau, KGMRG 


Se P= yeh 
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ourtesy Bob Teal, KO6DSF 


Photo by Tam Dang 


TOP LEFT: Dave Billeci, WA6UHA, tries out a Hi-Mound 
BK-100 “coffin bug” semiautomatic telegraph key. Other keys 
present include a Navy flameproof, a J-38 and a Ham-Key 
HK-4 combination straight key and dual lever key. 
TOP RIGHT: Bob Teal, KO6DSF, tries out a much bigger key. 
ABOVE: The BK-100, W4QO Morse Code Practice Kit 
‘Photo by Tam Dang oscillator and MFJ-554 classroom code practice oscillator. 
a LEFT: As Field Day Chair Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, has his 
hands full at the W6CX< site, and not just with donuts. 
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Thank you! 


I want to thank Larry Loomer, 
KI6LNB and Trevor Raty, KG6MDW 
for “leading the charge” for our Field 
Day. It was with their efforts and 
planning that they were able to provide § 
a Field Day that included both those 
who wanted to make lots of contacts 
and those who wished to just socialize === 
with friends. This year we experienced a nice marriage of ti the two and which hopefully 
will provide a blueprint for 2025 Field Day. 


Also, a Thank You to all those who attended an of course, to all of those who helped 
with those logistical tasks for which any event is obligated. Whether it is purchasing 
food and drinks, preparing and laying out food, barbecuing the nice choices of meat, 
getting participants and visitors to sign the attendance sheet, shuttling supplies and 
equipment ....the list goes on and on. 


73, Larry Bradley, KK6QPE, 2024 MDARC President 
Below link has more W6CX ARRL Field Day photos by KEMRG 


https://www.flickr.com/photos/20097 1369 @ NO3/albums/72 1777203 1854 1343/ 
with/53840201505 


— ar — 
All photos this 5 page iy 4, 
Mark Gandrau, K6MRG 
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Call Used: W6CX Class: 4A Participants: 42 


Power Source(s): Generator, Solar Power Multiplier: 2X Preliminary Total Score: 2,814 


Bonus Points: 


Bonus Points Status 
100% emergency power 400 
Media publicity 100 — by Diablo Gazette page 6- 
Public location 100 
Public information table 100 
Formal message to ARRL SM/SEC 100 Documented by Section manager.png 


Formal messages handled 17% 10, mak 70 Documented by handled traffic.jpg 


of 100) 

Natural power QSOs completed 100 Documented by natural power.txt 
Educational activity 100 

Y outh participation (1 x 20, max of 100) 20 

Safety officer 100 Documented by IMG 0001.pdf 
Social media 100 

Entry submitted via web 50 

Total bonus points 1,340 


Score Summary 
CW Digital Phone Total 


al 182 62 249 473 
se 364 124 49 737 aa Score = (QSO points x power mult) 
Band/Mode QSO Breakdown: 
CW Digital Phone 
Band QSOs Pwr(W) QSOs Pwr(W) QSOs Pwr(W) 
80m 0 0 0 0 a 100 


40m 16 100 3 100 26 100 
20m 95 100 0 100 212 100 


15m 69 100 37 100 0 

10m 2 100 0 0 0 

6m 0 0 2 100 0 0 
2m 0 0 0 0 5 100 
432 0 0 0 0 1 50 
Total 182 62 249 


MDARC Board of Directors Meeting June 3, 2024 


Held at Zoom online 


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Larry Bradley, KK6QPE after it was determined that 
there was a quorum for conducting Club business. 


2. Roll Call: Attendees via Zoom screen shot: 

Officers: Larry Bradley KK6QPE, President; Ed Morales KJ6K YT, Vice President; Brian Lotter KM6NGS, Secretary; 
Barbara Whysong K6WHY, Treasurer; Larry Loomer KI6LNB, Emergency Coordinator; Mike Warren WOMEW, Di- 
rector at Large; Cal Vasquez K6VT, Director at Large; Mark Fehlig WA6NGC, Director at Large; Trevor Hall 
WAOJAU, Director at Large. Committee Chairs/Coordinator: Grant Bowman K6CBK, Digital Media Chair; Jim Tittle 
K6SOE, Rocky Ridge Repeater (aka Tech); Jan Kulisek KM6NFC, Membership Coordinator 

Guests: Mike Patterson N6JGA; Charles K3CMK. 


3. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting: Mike W6MEW seconded by Trevor WA6JAU, proposed a motion to 
approve the minutes. The minutes of the May 6, Board of Directors Meeting were unanimously approved. 


4. Adopt Tonight’s Agenda: Tonight’s agenda was adopted. 


5. Officer reports: 

a. President Larry Bradley KK6QPE had no report. 

b. Vice-President Ed Morales KJOK YT — Had no report. 

c. Secretary Brian Lotter KM6NGS — Had no report. 

d. Treasurer Barbara Whysong KOWHY - Barbara showed her report dated May 31, 2024. 


Barbara went over the numbers on the Balance Sheet and then 
Balance Sheet 
May 31, 2024 reported on the vendor fees as requested by the board last 
month. She noted that WePay and PayPal transfer funds to 
aug MDARC on a monthly basis whereas Stripe credits each 
urrent Assets , if 
Checking/Savings transaction when it occurs. This means that she has to process 
ise biel eld 63,322.45 | multiple reports from Stripe which take much more time than 
MDARC Savings 28,427.85 : P 
MDARC Checking 42,301.95 | for the other two. Barbara reported that, for this period, the 
PAGIFIOGIN 18,207.74 | Vendor signups for PACIFICON are way below previous 
Total Checking & Savings 149,259.99 ° : : : : 
siege 449 25999. | YCars The implications of this will be less revenue and hence 
TOTAL ASSETS 149,259.99 | fewer attendees at this and the next PACIFICONs. She also 
showed that the attendee signups were also lower for this pe- 
riod compared to previous years. Barbara added that she has 
NET ASSETS 149,259.99 | done some research on the generally accepted accounting 
principles for financial reporting, for charities and nonprofits. 
As aresult, she will be making some changes to her reports. 
One of the items is that we need to keep track or restricted 
donations vs. unrestricted donations. She also mentioned that, how she accounts for income from WePay, PayPal and 
Stripe, will depend upon whether we decide to merge the MDARC and PACIFICON accounts or not. Barbara has also 
created a thank you letter template for donations. 


LIABILITIES 0.00 


Increase/Decrease from prev month 4,997.73 


6. Emergency Coordinator Report: Larry KI6LNB had no report. 


7. Directors at Large Reports: 

Mike Warren W6MEW - Had no report. 

Trevor Hall WA6JAU — Reported that he will not have a computer for the next five days. 

Mark Fehlig WA6NGC - Stated that he was pleased to be able to check in via the one touch dialing feature that was 
included in Larry’s (KK6QPE) meeting announcement. 

Cal Vasquez K6VT — Had no report. 
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8. Committee Reports: 

a. Auction: Vacant. No report was expected. 

b. Communications Trailer: Mike W6MEW had no report but stated that there will be new information after the up- 
coming Field Day meeting on Friday. 

c. Digital Media: Grant K6CBK reported that, apart from some routine updates to the websites, there has been a sun- 
set of Constant Contact 1.0 and that version 2.0 is now active. He thanked Barbara for getting backups of data from 
version 1.0 and will go about reconstituting the data in version 2.0. 


d. Education and Training: Larry KK6QPE reported that the General Class has been completed and that the three test 
takers, from the class, had each scored 34. Larry KI6LNB reported that Benjo who was also one of the students in the 
class, had passed his test at the last membership meeting. 


e. Election Committee: No report was expected. 

f. Field Day: Larry KI6LNB stated that there will be a meeting, this Friday at 7pm to set up band captains and volun- 
teers to handle the various activities including the food. 

g. Holiday Banquet: No report was expected. 

h. License Testing: Larry KI6LNB reported that there is an Eagle Scout Project in conjunction with the Walnut 
Creek CERT. It will take place on June 15 as a HAM Cram session at the LDS Church on North Gate Road. 
MDARC will host the HAM Cram session where the objective is to get 10 Eagle Scouts licensed. The Eagle scout 
candidate who is organizing this event is raising funds to pay for all of the fees. Mike, N6JGA reminded Larry 
KI6LNB that there is an ARRL program that offers discounts and refunds for youths that take their licenses. The next 
license testing will be held at 1 pm on Saturday of Field Day at the Olympic High School in Concord. 

i. Membership: Jan KM6NFC showed his report as follows; Paying members 269, All current members 327, New 
members this year 16, Renewals last 30 days, 10, Past due 60, Lifetime + honorary members 12. He intends to follow 
up with the 60 people by email and then postcards. He added that he got 10 renewals due to his last mailing efforts. 
He also showed his report for June 2023 where he highlighted the improvements for this year over last year. Larry 
KK6QPE asked Jan how many of the 60 Past due members are actually paying members as opposed to family mem- 
bers of paying members. Jan will report back on that. 

j. Mesh Committee: Mike W6MEW reported that John Connolly of Lafayette PD had found that there was an RF and 
a Tunnel, both going in and out of Wiedemann Hill. The two paths were interfering with each other. John resolved 
the conflict and the system was working well. Jim K6SOE added that Trevor Raty has put a Meshtastic node on 
North Peak and that, while they have some antenna problems, it is connectable. It is a 900MHz part 15 device. 

k. Outreach: Dick Wade WM6G was not present. 

1. PACIFICON: Barbara KOWHY had nothing further to add to her report in section 5.d above. Larry KK6QPE stated 
his concern about the low vendor signups and, after much discussion, undertook to contact Julie WJ8MAH to find 
out more background information on the situation. 

m. Programs: Ed KJ6KYT announced that has signed up Ed Fong to be the speaker for the Friday General Meeting at 
PACIFICON. He added that we are set for speakers in 2024 and that he will be focusing on speakers for 2025 for the 
remainder of this year. 

n. Public Service: Larry KI6LNB announced that the next MDARC organized public service event will be the 50K 
Fire Trails race in the Oakland Hills, in the middle of August. Details of public service events can be found on the 
MDARC website. 

o. Radio Lending Library: Cal reported that he had loaned a radio to Larry KI6LNB some time ago and queried the 
status on that. Larry replied that he is working on it. 

p. Rocky Ridge Repeater (Tech): Jim Tittle KOSOE announced that he had purchased a new 100 Ah Lipo battery and 
charger for the van. 

q. Scholarship: No report was expected. 


9. Future Meetings: 


General Meeting: There will be no General Meeting in June due to Field Day preparations. 
Board Meeting 07/01/2024 on Zoom only. 
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10. Unfinished Business: 

10.1 Status report on revising Membership database for processing and tracking payments, new payment gateway 
status: Jan proposed an in-person meeting, with Barbara and Grant for next Thursday June 13th and will follow up 
with them. 

10.2 Pacificon Funds Transfer Policy: This is on hold. 

10.3 Financial Audit: Barbara reported that John Trinterud has agreed to help with the audit as long as we give him 
our expectations. She is working on a process document because we don’t currently have one. She expects to have it 
done in the next ten days, after which, she will send it out for comment. After further discussion it was decided that 
Barbara KOWHY, John Trinterud K9OONR, Ed Morales KJ6K YT and Cathi Walton K2CJW would be on the 
committee. Trevor Hall WA6JAU volunteered to be an alternate if Cathy is not available. 

10.4 Asset List: Barbara did not have an update on the minimum value required for items to be recorded on the Asset 
List. Larry verified that Mike W6MEW had sent a list of items in the trailer and asked Jim K6SOE to do the same for 
the Van. Barbara called for a list of projectors in the PACIFICON inventory. Larry KK6QPE opined that the major 
part of the work, required to arrive at an asset list, will be to assign values to the items on the inventory list. 

10.5 Did Trevor’s phone get removed from the MDARC call (925) 288-1730: Larry reported that Grant KOCBK has 
confirmed that he has done this. Trevor WA6JAU confirmed that he is not getting any calls. 

10.6 $250 for ARRL’s book offer: Mike Warren confirmed that he, Marilyn Warren and Grant Bowman had visited 
Spencer’s classroom to hand over the books. Grant is working with Spencer to get releases from the parents of minors 
before posting any photographs in the Carrier. 

10.7 $3500 anonymous undesignated donation to MDARC: Larry KK6QPE is still looking for written proposals on 
how to spend this money. 

10.8 Emergency Preparedness Fair on 09/05/2024, 4pm to 7pm, Todos Santos Plaza, Concord: Larry KK6QPE will 
make the application for a Booth if he gets a volunteer to man it. This item will only be available on the agenda for 
one more month. 

10.9 Need presenters for the MDARC Emergency Communication and Auxiliary Amateur Radio presentations: Larry 
KK6QPE stated that. Kristen McIntyre has agreed to participate in the 6/11/24 class but we still don’t have speaker for 
the 6/18/24 class yet. Larry KK6QPE is still working on presenters for September 10 and 17, 2024. 

10.10 Amend MDARC bylaws: Section 3. Nominations; Larry proposed the following amendment to the bylaws 
where the changes are shown in red. 


Section 3. NOMINATIONS 

Any member in good standing with a United States Amateur Radio license may be proposed for nomination. 
Nominations may be made via email to a member of the Election Committee and from the floor at the September and 
October meetings. At both of these meetings, a member of the Election Committee will announce the current 
nominees. Nominations will be accepted up to and including October 31st and closed afterwards. Once nominations 
are closed, no other nominees will be added to the ballot and write-in votes will not be accepted. The names of 
those nominated prior to the October publication deadline shall be published in the October Club newsletter; those 
nominated up to and including October 31st will be published in the November club newsletter. 


This is intended to overcome the possibility of a single person writing a nomination for themselves, for an open 
position, during the elections meeting and then voting for themself and thus getting elected with only one vote. It was 
found that the definition of a quorum for the general meeting has been defined in the bylaws. Mike WOMEW, 
seconded by Ed KJ6KYT, proposed a motion to add the sentence “Once nominations are closed, no other nominees 
will be added to the ballot and write-in votes will not be accepted.” to the bylaws. The motion was approved 
unanimously. This will be published in the Carrier and presented to the General meeting for a vote, one month after 
publication. 


10.11 The 2024 ARRL Repeater Directory omitted all the MDARC analog FM repeaters as well as the DATV 
repeater. Only the MDARC digital repeaters were listed: Jim K6SOE has discovered that ARRL sold the directory to 
RFinder and that it has become a directory for Digital Repeaters. He will add the Analog repeaters if possible. 

10.12 Merging Pacificon accounts and budget under MDARC, see pages 5-6 of the agenda: Larry KK6QPE asked the 
board members to read pages 5 and 6 on the agenda so that we can finalize this at the next Board meeting. Barbara 
added that nobody got access to the debit cards as mentioned by Jim Siemons on page 5 because they are securely 
locked away. She added that somebody had probably guessed the account number and that there is no higher risk than 
for any of us with our personal accounts. 
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10.13 Understanding the process; When a person renews their membership online do they get a “welcome” or acknowl- 
edgement notification? It has been confirmed that an email acknowledgement is sent to a member when they renew their 
membership online. 

10.14 Understanding the process: How do the activities of the Digital Media Chair, Membership Chair and the 
MDARC/PACIFICON Treasurer affect each other? Larry KK6QPE noted that individual chairs are collaborating suc- 
cessfully. 


11. New Business: There was no new business. 
12. Good of the Order: Nothing was heard. 


13. Adjournment: 
Ed KJ6KYT, seconded by Mike W6MEW, proposed a motion to adjourn. Meeting Adjourned at 8:44 pm. 


Respectfully submitted by 
Brian Lotter KM6NGS Secretary, June 23, 2024. 
These meeting minutes were signed digitally due to the digital meeting. 


JOLY ROV * BAM - 3PM 
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Low-Cost Receivers for Digital Amateur Television 
Reception Available For Sale from Club Member KA3VDT 


These are DVB-S2 receivers pre-programmed for our club’s 1.2 GHz W6CX 
DATV repeater frequencies 


Connect a 1.2 GHZ directional antenna, aim it at Mount Diablo’s North 
Peak and watch the over the air repeater signal on your video monitor 


Please contact Will Roberts at ka3vdt@gmail.com or visit 
http://laser66.com/ham/ 


To purchase a DATV transmitter, contact Fred Coe, WBGASU, at 


wb6asu@icloud.com 
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~ Ham Rapio 


Oumer 


FIDX IP | 200W HF/50MHz Transceiver 

* Hybrid SDR Configuration * Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
¥C-Tune * New Generation Scope Display 3DSS « ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) « PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range ¢ Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker 


FIDX10 | HF4S0eMHz 100 W SDR Transceiver 

* Narmow Band and Direct Sampling SDR * Down Conversion, 
SMHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor * 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream « High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner * Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer « Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10) 


FT-991A | HF/AVHF/UHF All ModeTransceiver 
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control « 
Multi-color waterfall display * State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System * 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance * 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable * Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner High Accuracy TCXO 


1D | HF + 6M Transceiver 


FIDX10 
* Namow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR * Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics * Un- 
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune * 15 Separate 
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters * New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream 


FI-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver 
« Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance « Band Pass Filters Ded- 
icated for the Amateur Bands * High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display # AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio ¢ Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner 


FT=891 | HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver 


Stable 100 Watt Output * 32-Bit IF DSP ¢ Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope « USB Port Allows Connec- 
tion to a PC with a Single Cable « CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control 


FIM-300DR | C4FIV/FIM 144/430MHz Dual Band 


« 50W Output Power « Real Dual Band Operation ¢ Full Color TFT 
Display * Band Scope * Built-in Bluetooth * WiRES-X Portable 
Digital Node/Fixed Node with HRI-200 


FT=2980R | Heavy-Duty 80W 2M FM Transceiver 


© 80 watts of RF power © Large 6 digit backlit LCD display for 
excellent visibility © 200 memory channels for serious users 


FIM-200DR | C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band 


° wuerne APRS® Data Communications * 2” High-Res 
Full-Color TFT Display * High-Speed Band Scope * Advanced 
C4FM Digital Mode * Yoice Recording Function for TX/RX 


* RETAIL LOCATIONS - Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday 
* PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM 
* ONLINE - WWW.HAMRADIO.COM 


* FAX - All store locations 
* MAIL - All store locations 


FI TM-500DBR 


on 


| C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xevr 
* Front Firing Acoustically Enhanced Speaker System * True 
Dual Band Operation, C4FIV/C4FM Digital D-D Dual Receive « 
2.4” High-Resolution Full-Color Touch Panel Display * Built-in 
High Precision GPS Receiver * Wireless Operation Capability with 
Optional Bluetooth® Headset 


ne 
ODR 


FT=7 C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xevr 


« System Fusion Compatible * Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
© Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly * Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity * Extemal DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging 


T-5DR C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band 


* High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display * Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth® Unit * Built-In High Precision GPS 
Antenna * 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi- 
cations * Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital « 
Micro SD Card Slot 


o 
r 


FI-G5R | 144/430 MHz Transceiver 


Compact Commercial Grade Rugged Design ¢ 
Large Front Speaker Delivers 1W of Powerful 
Clear Audio « 5 Watts of Reliable RF Power With- 
in a compact Body © 3.5-Hour Rapid Charger In- 
Cluded ¢ Large White LED Flashlight, Alarm and 
Quick Home Channel Access 


-TM-GOOOR | 50W VHF/UHF Mobile Transceiver 


* All New User Operating Interface-E20-Ill (Easy to Operate-lll) 
* Robust Speaker Delivers 3W of Clear, Crisp Receive Audio « 
Detachable Front Panel Can Be Mounted in Multiple Positions « 
Supports Optional Bluetooth® Wireless Operation Using the SSM- 
BT10 or a Commercially Available Bluetooth® Headset 


YAESU 


The 


radio 


0) 5 


*On most orders over $100 in the continental US, (Rural locations excluded} Contact HRO for promotion details, Toll-free including Hawall, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you, If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions 


subject to change without notice. 
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FIRST CLASS 


https://www.facebook.com/mdarc.org 

https://www.linkedin.com/companies/mdarc 

W6CX Nets 

M-F 5:42 am Morning Muster 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 

M-F 6:10am Commuter Net 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 

Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net 147.060+ Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 


Every Thursday 
Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


6:30 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 
6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 
7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 


Tuesday 8:00pm Digital Practice Net 147.060+ 224.78- 441.325+ 


Wednesday 7:00 pn SKYWARN Net 147.060+ 


Wednesday 8:00pm Delta Amateur Radio Club Net 147.060+ 7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 
Thursday 7:30 pn MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 7:00 pm South County 147.480 Simplex 

7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.2 PL) 
Thursday 8:00 pm Digital Amateur Television Net 147.060+ or 147.735-- (107.2 PL) 

145.410-- (107.2 PL 

Club Voice Repeaters _ ee ) 
147.060 MHz + / PL 100Hz x . 
224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz+/PL 100Hz Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 


EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 Wednesday 8:00pm 147.403 Simplex 


DMR Repeater 144.925 offset plus 2.5 MHz color code 1 
D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz 
https://w6cx.dstargateway.org/ Digital ATV Output: 1244.500 


DATV Internet Stream: http://w6cxatv.mdarc.org Digital ATV pS: 1292.500, 1273.0, 917.0, 430.0 
YouTube Channel: Media MDARC Analog ATV Input: 1270.000 FM (PL 192.8) 


Digital Amateur Television Repeater 


July and August 2024 Club Calendar 


Friday July 19, 2024 7:00pm MDARC General Meeting - Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 
Saturday August 3, 2024 8:00am MDARC Technical Committee Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 

Monday August 5, 2024 6:30pm MDARC Board of Directors Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 

Friday August 16, 2024 7:00pm MDARC General Meeting - Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


